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Log Cabin favorites

Adapted from Quilt It: Log Cabin Favorites, 2005
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Introducing QN’s
LOG CABIN E-BOOK

the first quilt i attempted was a log cabin. i picked up a book at 
the local fabric store that promised quick piecing with amazing 
results. i was most intrigued by the many ways i’d be able to 
arrange the blocks. i soon learned why log-cabin quilts are an 
enduring favorite.

Whether you’re a new or seasoned quilter, you’ll enjoy making 
any or all of the three quilts in Log Cabin Favorites, a Quilters 
Newsletter’s e-book. Lightning Strikes and Lakeside Cottage follow 
log-cabin traditions featuring red center patches, dark and 
light sides to the blocks, and logs that are cut the same width 
throughout the quilt. Circling the Cabin turns those conventions 
upside down. the centers are blue, there are no light and dark 
sides to the blocks, and the logs are cut with diagonal sides.  

if glancing at Circling the Cabin, you wonder how you’ll get the 
free-form look of the logs, don’t worry. We give you handy hints 
that will make this easy. 

Lightning Strikes also includes handy hints, this time showing 
you how to make a wider than usual binding that will last through 
multiple washings–important for a bed quilt like this one. 

When you finish piecing and joining the log-cabin blocks of 
Lakeside Cottage, all that’s left is the binding because quiltmaker 
irene Berry likes quilts with blocks that go to the edges. She’s 
chosen the straight-furrow arrangement of the blocks. this quilt 
is a great stashbuster, and irene shows you how to use fabrics in 
mid-range values without losing the lines of the design.

Quilt historian Barbara Brackman tells us log-cabin quilts 
appeared in the early 1860s. they were so popular a decade later 
that quilt competitions introduced a category just for them. 
Seems their top-of-the-charts reign continues 150 years later!

enjoy quilting,

Dana

www.QuiltersNewsletter.com
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A variety of denim 
jeans were recycled 
for this queen-size 
quilt made by Wendy 
Hill. Wendy’s method 
results in blocks that 
have a spontaneous, 
contemporary look. 
Complementary  
colors of blue and 
orange add zip to  
the quilt.

Circling 
the 
Cabin
•••••••••••

Materials and Cutting 
Block size: 6H˝     Quilt size: 86˝ x 99˝
Yardage is based on 42˝-wide fabric. (The yardage in parentheses is for borders 
cut crosswise and pieced.)

Materials Yds. Cutting

Bright Scraps *7H 1˝, 1G˝, 1H˝, 2˝, 3G˝-wide strips as needed
Dark Scraps *2 2˝-wide strips as needed
Denim Scraps 1G 168 center patches
Rust Print 3 1K˝-wide strips as needed
Purple Print I 10 strips binding 2H˝ x 40˝
Black Print 2I 2 borders 4H˝ x 93H˝, 2 borders 4H˝ x 88H˝ 
  (1K) 
Backing 8 3 horizontal panels 35˝ x 90˝
Batting  90˝ x 103˝
*Yardage is approximate and depends on placement of brights and darks in your 
blocks. 
Border dimensions include 2˝ extra length plus seam allowances.
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Assembly

q Wash and press fabrics. The center 
patch of each block is denim, although 
quilter’s cotton is fine if you prefer it. 
Note that in all blocks, the first round 
of logs is the same rust print. Block X 
has 2 rounds of logs around the denim 
center, and the other blocks have 3 
rounds of logs. The final round of logs 
in block Y is made with dark fabrics.
r Referring to Handy Hints and 
the block X-Z diagrams, make a total 
of 168 blocks in any combination. 
Wendy’s quilt has 80 X blocks, 44 Y 
blocks, and 44 Z blocks.
s Referring to the quilt photograph, 
arrange blocks in 14 rows of 12 blocks 
each, mixing block types in a manner 
that is pleasing. Join rows.
t Sew the long borders to the sides of 
the quilt. Trim even with the edges. 
Sew the short borders to the top and 
bottom and trim.
u Layer the quilt backing, batting, 
and top. Baste. Quilt in-the-ditch 
around the block patches and along the 
borders, or quilt diagonal wavy lines 
across the quilt from top to bottom, 
extending lines into the borders. 
v Bind the quilt to finish.

Block ZBlock YBlock X

Block ZBlock YBlock X

Block ZBlock YBlock X

Free-Form  
Log Cabin Blocks

With this method, logs are added to a 
center patch that’s been cut slightly off 
square. Strips are added in rounds of 
color, and the oversize block is trimmed 
to a 7˝ square. There are 3 different 
block variations that differ in number of 
logs and color placement. The number 
you make of each kind is arbitrary and 
depends on your preference. You need 
a total of 168 blocks. In all blocks, the 
center patch and first round are the 
same. Cut the center denim patches 2G˝ 
to 3H˝, and various sizes in between. 
Cut some as rectangles. Trim one or two 
edges at a slight angle to make the patch 
off square. The greater the angle of the 
trim, the more “wonky” the patchwork 
will be. Cut 168 centers.

Cut strips for the first round of logs 
about 1K˝ wide. Wendy used the same 
rust print for the first round in all blocks. 
Place the denim patch and the rust strip 
right sides together, even along one edge. 
Allow the rust strip to extend beyond the 
sides of the denim (Fig. 1). Sew G˝ from 
the edge of the denim patch. Press the 
rust strip and seam allowance away from 
the center. Place the block right side up 
on your cutting mat. Trim the ends of 
the rust strip following the angles of the 
denim patch (Fig. 2).

Rotate the patch and align the next side 
with the rust strip. Stitch, press open the 
new log, and trim (Fig. 3). Add 2 more 
rust logs in this manner. You will have 
a slightly off-square center. Repeat this 
with all 168 denim centers.

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Fig. 4 Fig. 5

Fig. 3

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Fig. 4 Fig. 5

Fig. 3

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Fig. 4 Fig. 5

Fig. 3
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For the X block, cut the second 
(last) round of logs about 3˝ wide 
from bright fabric. Wendy used 
bright orange, hot pink, deep blue/
purple, mossy brown, or wine for 
this round. Place the pieced unit 
right sides together with the 3˝-wide 
strip, allowing the strip to extend 
beyond the sides of the block. 
Stitch. Press the log away from the 
center, and trim the ends following 
the angles of the sides of the block. 
Repeat on all 4 sides. Measure to 
be sure that the block is larger than 
7˝. Make about 80 X blocks, or the 
number you wish to make.

For the Y block, cut the second 
round of logs 1˝, 1H˝, or 2˝ wide 
from bright fabric, and cut the third 
(last) round of logs 2˝ wide or wider 
from black or very dark fabric.  
Repeat the steps given above to sew 
logs to the center. Stop with the 
dark round of logs. Make about  
44 Y blocks, or as many as you wish.

Make about 44 Z blocks just like  
Y blocks, except cut both rounds 2 
and 3 from bright fabrics.

To trim all the blocks: Position an 
8˝ or larger square acrylic ruler on a 
block and cut 2 adjacent sides (Fig. 4). 
Rotate the block, align the 7˝ lines 
of the ruler with the cut edges, and 
trim the remaining 2 sides as shown 
(Fig. 5). 

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Fig. 4 Fig. 5

Fig. 3

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Fig. 4 Fig. 5

Fig. 3
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Lightning Strikes
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An antique quilt from the Civil 
War period was the inspiration 
for this bed-size quilt by Pam 
Stahl. Pam made the quilt for her 
husband, Craig, who “requested 
a big quilt instead of another 
wimpy lap-size quilt. Craig’s quilt 
ended up being big, heavy, and 
warm, thanks to wool batting.”

Materials and Cutting 
Block size: 10�˝     Quilt size: 90˝ x 90˝
Yardage is based on 42˝-wide fabric.

Materials Yds. Cutting

Light Scraps 6� 64 C, 64 D, 64 E, 64 F, 64 G, 64 H, 64 I, 
  155 D for border
Medium Scraps 3� 64 D, 64 E, 64 H, 64 I, 64 L, 64 M,  
  155 D for border
Dark Scraps 2� 64 F, 64 G, 64 J, 64 K, 154 D for border
Red Print � 64 A 
Navy Solid � 64 B, 64 C
Binding 1� 9� strips binding 3�˝ x 42˝
Backing 8� 3 panels 32˝ x 94˝
Batting  94˝ x 94˝

Assembly
q Wash and press fabrics. Note 
that in the dark/medium half of 
the blocks, Pam used a variety 
of values. Some of the medium 
logs are fairly light. This adds 
to the overall visual interest and 
emphasizes the striped look in 
some blocks. Cut the patches 
listed in the materials and cutting 
box and shown in the rotary 
cutting dia grams. 
r Referring to the block diagram, 
make 64 blocks, noting carefully 
the placement of the light and 
dark strips. 

A

B
C

D
E

F
G

N
M

L
K

J
I

H

D
F

L
J

H

C
E
G

M
K
I

Block
Make 64 Measurements include ¼ seam allowances. 

Align arrows with lengthwise or crosswise grain of fabric. 

Rotary Cutting
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s Referring to the quilt as-
sembly diagram, arrange the 
blocks in 8 vertical rows of 8 
blocks each, turning as needed 
to create the streak-of-light-
ning design. Join the rows.
t Sew 112 D patches side by 
side to make the top border. 
Sew to the quilt’s top. Repeat 
for the bottom. Sew 120 D 
patches together to make each 
side border. Sew to the quilt’s 
sides.
u Layer the quilt backing,  
batting, and top. Baste. Quilt 
as desired. In the border,  
Pamela used a continuous  
geometric motif.
v Refer to the directions 
below to bind the quilt with 
wide binding. Bind the quilt 
to finish.

Wide Binding

This �”-wide binding is sturdy enough for 
a bed quilt that will get a lot of use. It gives 
the pieced edging more prominence, since 
it looks like another border. Stitch close to 
the raw edge of the quilt through all layers. 
Trim the lining and batting even with the 
quilt’s raw edge. Pam cut her binding on 
the straight of grain, but this method also 
applies to bias-cut binding. Cut strips that 
are 3�” wide. Cut both ends of each strip 
at a 45-degree angle (Fig. 1). Join the strips 
end-to-end with a �” seam, offsetting the 
strips as shown (Fig. 2). Make enough 
binding to go around the quilt (about 11 
yards). Press the strip in half lengthwise, 
wrong sides together. 

Working on the right side, align the raw 
edge of the binding with the raw edge of 
the quilt. Machine stitch with a �” seam 
(not �”) through all layers, stopping the 
stitching �” from the raw edge of the 
quilt (Fig. 3). Backstitch. 

Fig. 2 Fig. 1 

Fig. 5 Fig. 3 Fig. 4 

Fold the binding up, away from the 
quilt. Fold the binding back down, 
with the fold even with the edge of 
the quilt. Position the raw edge of 
the binding even with the edge of the 
quilt. Begin stitching at the edge of 
the quilt where the binding is folded 
(Fig. 4). Continue around the quilt, 
pivoting at each corner as described.

Press the binding to the back so 

that the binding covers the stitches 
on the back. Note that the binding 
makes a neat self-miter on the front. 
Hand stitch the binding to the  
backing. If you prefer, machine 
stitch on top of the binding on the 
front, stitching through all layers 
with a narrow zigzag stitch, being 
sure to catch the folded edge on the 
back (Fig. 5).

Quilt Assembly
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Lakeside 
  Cottage
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This traditional straight-furrow log 
cabin is easy to make. Quiltmaker 
Irene Berry says, “I love the look 
of antique quilts where the blocks 
go right up to the edges and there 
are no borders.” After sorting 
her strips of fabric into piles of 
light and dark values, she adds 
a few medium fabrics to each. 
“The random placement of some 
mid-range values doesn’t lessen 
the graphic impact of the overall 
design,” Irene explains, “but it 
makes the quilt more interesting to 
work on and to look at.” 

Materials and Cutting 
Block size: 8˝     Quilt size: 72˝ x 80˝
Yardage is based on 42˝-wide fabric. 

Materials Yds. Cutting

Light Scraps 4 90 C, 90 D, 90 E, 90 F, 90 G, 90 H
Dark Scraps 3� 90 B, 90 C, 90 D, 90 E, 90 F, 90 G
Red Scraps � 90 A
Dark Blue Print � 8 strips binding 2�˝ x 42˝
Backing 5 2 panels 39˝ x 84˝
Batting  76˝ x 84˝

Assembly
q Wash and press fabrics. Cut the patches 
listed in the materials and cutting box.

r Referring to the block diagram, make  
90 blocks, noting carefully the placement  
of the light and dark strips. 

Measurements include ¼ seam allowances. 
Align arrows with lengthwise or crosswise grain of fabric. 

Rotary Cutting

 

2½˝A

2½˝

B

2½˝

1½˝

C 1½˝

3½˝

D 1½˝

4½˝

E 1½˝

5½˝

F 1½˝

6½˝
G 1½˝

7½˝

H 1½˝

8½˝

H 
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C 
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G 

G 

C 
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Partial Quilt Assembly

s Referring to the partial quilt 
assembly diagram, arrange and sew 
the blocks in 10 rows of 9 blocks 
each, turning as needed to create the 
straight furrows design. For ease of 
construction, press the seam allow-
ances of each row in the opposite 
direction of that of the previous row. 
Join the rows.

t Layer the quilt backing, batting, 
and top. Baste.

u Quilt as desired. Irene quilted 
free-form flowers and leaves along 
the “furrows,” using dark blue thread 
in the darker portions of the quilt 
and beige thread in the lighter areas. 
Bind to finish the quilt.

LOOK INSIDE! 
Get the COMPLETE
PATTERN for this 
REVERSIBLE
QUILT

MUST-SEE EXHIBIT
of Antique White
Corded QUILTS

5EASY  WAYS to
 Airbrush FABRIC

ONE RACY QUILTER!
Meet the Indianapolis

500 Quilt Lady Corded QUILTS500 Quilt Lady Corded QUILTS500 Quilt Lady

www.QuiltersNewsletter .com

A R T  •  C R A F T  •  C O M M U N I T Y   APRIL/MAY 2011/NO.421

4Patterns for  Stunning
 MEDALLION QUILTS 

RIL/MAY 22010111/NO 421

Plus, get 11 FREE GIFTS!

SAVE 50%

QuiltersNewsletter.com/Subscribe

Your must-have resource for 
quilting information and inspiration…

For over 40 years, Quilters Newsletter has been the 
trusted source providing dedicated quilters news and 
in-depth articles on all things quilting: fabric, patterns, 
tools, trends, skills, history, stories, and events. Get a 
full year of endless inspiration and immerse yourself in 
the worldwide quilting community.

Take advantage of this special online offer today!

R


	e-book cover-edit
	e-book-CIRCLING
	e-book Lightning
	e-book-LAKESIDE

